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The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the present 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 



1 . (currently amended) An absorbent article as recited in claim 28, wherein configur e d for 



disposition with i n th e v es t i bul e of a f e ma le w e ar e r, the v es t i bul e hav i ng a floor, th e absorb 
artic le compr i s i ng an absorb e nt, th e absorb e nt having an upper surfac e , th e upp e r surf^ e hav i ng 
locat e d th e reon 

the slit further provides a placement enhancement means , the p l acem e nt enhancem e nt m e ans 
m i n i miz i ng which minimizes the surface area of that portion of the absproent article that 
comes into contact with the floor of the vestibule. 




2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 2 1, wKerein the slit is a single continuous 



slit. 



4. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claif^ 3, wherein the slit extends at least about 
80 percent of the length of the absorbent ; and wh e r^ th e slit e xt e nds through at l e ast about 50 
p e rc e nt of th e th i ckn e ss of th e absorb e nt . 

5. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 3, wherein the slit extends at least about 
80 percent of the width of the absorben t; a(nd wh e r ei n th e s li t ext e nd s through at le ast about 50 
p e rc e nt of th e th i ckn es s of th e absorberit . 

6. (original) The absorbent artiofe of claim 2, wherein the slit is a series of slits. 

7. (currently amended) Th^absorbent article of claim 6, wherein the slits extend at least about 
80 percent of the length of tne absorbent ; and wh e rein each sl i t ext e nds through at l e ast a bout 50 
p e rc e nt of th e th i ckn e ss or th e absorb e nt . 



8. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 6, wherein the slits extend at least about 
80 percent of the wioth of the absorbent ; and wher ei n e ach sli t e xt e nds through at l east about 50 
p e rc e nt of th e thickn e ss of th e ab s orbent . 
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9. (original) The absor^nt article of claim 1 , wherein the absorbent further comprises a 
superabsorbent polymc 

Claims 1 0 through 20 (canceled). 

21 . (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 20 28, wherein the slit is a single 
continuous slit. / 

22. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 21, wherein the stit extends at least 
about 90 percent of the length of the absorbent ; and wh e r ei n th e sli t e xtends through at le ast about 
50 p e rcent of th e thickn e ss of th e absorb e nt . / 

23. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 21, Wherein the slit extends at least 
about 90 percent of the width of the absorbent ; and wh e r e in^lh e s l it e xt e nds through at le ast about 
50 p e rc e nt of th e thickn e s s of th e ab s orb e nt . / 

24. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 20- 28, wherein the slit is a series of slits. 

25. (currently amended) The absorbent anicle of claim 24, wherein the slits extend at least 
about 90 percent of the length of the absoroent ; and where i n e ach s li t e xt e nds through at l e ast 
about 50 p e rc e nt of th e th i ckn e ss of the^bsorb e nt . 

26. (currently amended) The al^orbent article of claim 24, wherein the slits extend at least 
about 90 percent of the width ofytne absorbent ; and wh e re i n each s l it e xt e nds through at l e ast 
about 50 p e rc e nt of th e th i ckn/ss of the absorb e nt . 

27. (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 4© 28, wherein the absorbent further 
comprises a superabso/oent polymer. 
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28. (new) An absorbent article configured to provide a labial pad fordis{:j6sition within the 
vestibule of a female wearer, the vestibule having a floor, the absprb^t article comprising an 
absorbent, the absorbent having an upper surface, the upp^r^rface having located thereon a slit 
which provides at least one fluid intake enhancemen^tieans; wherein 
the absorbent has a maximum width of no grMt^han about 70 mm, a maximum length of no 

greater than about 100 mm and^nfiaximum thickness of no greater than about 10 mm; 
the slit extends through at least a^odt 50 percent of the thickness of the absorbent; and 
the slit is configured to proviff^n increased surface area of the absorbent to allow bodily fluids to 

be more rapidly^sorbed into the absorbent when the article is folded along an axis lying 

on or par^U^to a principal longitudinal axis (L) prior to disposition within the vestibule of the 

wear^ 



